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Couverture: Boissiera bromoides Höchst. & Steud.
espèce type du genre Boissiera Höchst. & Steud.

Diagramme floral de M. H. M. Bürdet
Maquette et réalisation de Mlle S. Wikström
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"... as we have seen, the homology concept is much older than the theory of
evolution. The categories of organs were defined on intuition (postulated) and so
was the communal basic form of each distinctive group of homologous organs, the
'idea', 'pattern', morphological 'type' or common 'Gestalt'... After the introduction
of evolutional ideas in biology, the postulated typological prototypes were replaced
by the phylogenetic prototypes or the ancestral forms or conditions, and thus the
homologous series from primitive to advanced became the complete parallel of
the evolutionary history of the taxa from more ancient to more recent forms. The
change-over to the evolutionary homology concept was deceptively easy; even the
terminology ('primitive' and 'advanced' conditions) could be adopted. The danger
lay, and still lies, in uncritical acceptance of typological findings, as if the latter
indeed always reflect the phylogenetic processes and sequences".

A. D. J. Meeuse (1966)
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