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A Famous Student of the London SMS College by Mariann Meier

In case some readers are not aware of this
well-established language college in the
heart of London, they may like to hear a
little bit about it.
The Swiss Mercanh Society was founded
in London in Septem er 1888. It became
a section of the "Schweizerische
Kaufmaennische Verein" (now
"Verband"), at that time 15 years old.
English was soon declared the official
language and evening classes were started.
An employment agency was added and the
Swiss Government promised a subsidy to
cover part of teachers' salaries. As classes

prospered, social life flourished too and

already in December 1887, the first annual
banquet was held.
Whilst activities of the Society's
educational sector were dormant during the

war, the social side continued. Twice the
SMS entertained wounded soldiers as a

gesture of friendship and appreciation.
From 1917 onward, evening classes were
resumed in six different places.
When the Aliens Act of 1920 put a stop
t0 free immigration, and young Swiss were
no longer able to work without permit,
day-time courses became necessary. A
suite of six rooms was rented in Henriette
Street off the Strand, and in January 1923,
the College started its successful life. By
the summer, 50 students were enrolled,
and evening classes, too, have been a

regular feature ever since.
Premises became inadequate. The Society
was able to buy the remainder of the lease

°f Swiss House in Fitzroy Square, Wl,

two houses which had been a hostel for
Swiss girls for many years. At last, Society
and College were housed under the same
roof.
At the outbreak of World War II tuition
ceased and the 200 students left. The
College served as mobilisation centre for
Swiss called up for military service at
home.
Swiss House was badly bombed twice.
When hostilities ceased, the College
resumed its educational activities. It went
from strength to strength, with an annual
intake of 500-700 students. The freehold
was acquired, and later the premises were
brought up to date and refurbished,
modem facilities like a language laboratory
were added.
Thanks to a subsidy by the federal
authorities (BIGA), the College is able to

engage first-class teaching staff and
thousands of students, male and female,
have been enjoying excellent tuition. The
standard of instruction is high and the

College Diploma ensures respect by the
business world at home.
Last year the College applied to the British
Council for recognition. This was granted
after an inspection in depth of every aspect
of tuition, college life, welfare, social

activities, even visiting families
recommended to students by the College.
In a seven-page report, the inspectors
considered the SMS College "an
interesting and unusual establishment"
with excellent teaching and administrative
staff and very satisfactory tuition

standards, "a highly efficient school".
This recognition has allowed the College
to become a member of the Association of
Recognised English Language Schools.
After this introduction, we come to the

famous student

He is none other than the Federal
Councillor Adolf Ogi. Whilst our
compatriots at home are familiar with faces
and voices of members of the Government,
we Swiss abroad are not as well acquainted
with our Federal Councillors. On
Saturday, 29th June, Bundesrat Ogi will
be the main speaker at the big Swiss Fair
at Battersea Park, and this will afford an
opportunity of meeting a member of our
Government in the flesh.
As a former students of the SMS College,
Mr Ogi will also attend an evening party
organised by the Swiss Mercantile Society
and the College on the eve of the Fair. The
SMS is arranging a special programme for
students to come over to London for that
weekend in June — a splendid chance to
walk down memory lane, and also to see
the refurbished College on Saturday
morning when there will be "Open
House" prior to coach transport to
Battersea Park.
A number of former students are resident
in the UK and they too will be warmly
welcomed at Friday's gathering.
The "Festival of Switzerland 1991" will
offer many unique events — to meet one
of our Federal Councillors is just one of
them.

SMS
SCHOOL OF ENGLISH

34/35 FITZROY SQUARE
LONDON WIP 6BP

TELEPHONE: 071-636 2892

The SWISS MERCANTILE SOCIETY COLLEGE is beautifully situated in a traffic free square
in Central London between Regents Park and Oxford Street.

We have been teaching English to Swiss people since 1923.

We can offer:

- Intensive English tuition daily at all levels

- Late afternoon and evening classes - Business English

- Translation (English - German, French, Italian)

- SMS Diploma (recognised in Switzerland)

- Preparation for Cambridge, BSCC, ARELS and other public examinations

- Accommodation service

Please write, telephone or come to see us for further information, or send us this coupon:

To: SMS COLLEGE. 34/35 FITZROY SQUARE, LONDON W1P 6BP

Please send me your prospectus

NAME -

ADDRESS
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Is price the only consideration
when you fly to Switzerland

We are aware you can sometimes save a few

pounds if you travel on a Charter flight, but at some
cost to your peace of mind.

More often than not the cheaper flight leaves at an

awkward time or, just when you want to go, the fare

is higher than the one advertised.

The Swissair alternative gives you a genuine
choice of up to 13 flights every day to Switzerland -

from London, Birmingham, and Manchester. There

are inexpensively priced Super Apex seats on

every one of these flights.

During the summer months, until September 30th,
return fares are £132 from London; £154 from
Birmingham and £160 from Manchester. From
October 1st these prices are all reduced by £18.

Our modern comfortable aircraft and excellent
inflight service make Swissair the natural choice for
travel to Switzerland. This is why we were chosen
"Airline of the Year" and "Best Airline in Europe" by
readers of Executive Travel magazine.

You won't find a better way to travel inexpensively
to Switzerland.

We believe in charging a fair price for a good
product. Isn't that the most persuasive argument for
you to choose Swissair next time

swissair
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Swiss Clubs and
Other Useful Numbers

Aberdeen Tel: 0224 318316
(Mrs M. Grieve)
Bristol Tel: 0454-775042 (Mrs Trudi
Soper)
City Swiss Club Tel: 071-975 6002
(Dr Duttweiler)
Dunfermline Tel: 0383-723540 (Mrs
U. Ditchburn)
Edinburgh Tel: 031-334 2430 (Mrs U.
Ross)

Guernsey Tel: 0481-48188 (Mrs
Ferbrache-Amman)
Liverpool Tel: 051-427 1816 (Mrs M.
Moor)
Manchester Tel: 061-483 7727 (J. Uli)
Midlands Tel: 021-631 4050 (Erich
Westacott)
N. Ireland Tel: 0232-648239 (Hans
Egli)
Swiss Rifle Assoc. Write to: Urs
Schaerer, 143 Greenvale Road, Eltham
Park, London SE9 IPG
Southern Tel: 0252-615149 (Marcel
Gret)
South West Write to: Mrs Guppy, 101

Green Way, Bishops Lydeard, Taunton
TA4 3DB
Surrey Tel: 081-647 9630 (Mrs Heidi
Miller)
Torbay Tel: 0803-842355 (Max
Singer)
Tyne & Wear Tel: 091-536 1047 (Mrs
Nelly Scott-Niederberger)
West of Scotland Tel: 0360-22204
(Mr Sheffield)
Yorkshire Tel: 0274-588189 (Jeffrey
Long)
Anglo Swiss Society Write to: Mrs F.
R. Cobb, 2 The Mill Yard,
Wickehambreaux, Canterbury
'La Causerie" Tel: 081-673 4955

(Annette Yucottier)
Cercle Genevois Tel: 0923-221704
Swiss Church Tel: 081-340 9740 (Rev
P' Von Orelli) Commission of the
Swiss Abroad:
S°uth of Britain Tel: 081-741 4224
Goe Broggini)
North of Britain Tel: 061-926 8153
(Berni Simon)
Consistoire Tel: 081-346 8094 (Mrs E.
Crack)
POSSUK Tel: 071-727 4113 (Jeffrey
Long)
'st August Committee Tel: 081-892

'2 (Mr V. Berti)
Orossbritannien e

Frauenverein Tel: 081-422 3545 (Mrs
Laskowski)
Swiss Benevolent Fund — Scotland
(Mrs Drysdale) 4 Victoria Crescent,
Clarkston, Glasgow GT6 8BP
Swiss Benevolent Society Tel: 071-387
2173 (Mrs R. Sharp)
Swiss Economic Council Tel:
0952-502000 (Mr C. J. Pennington c/o
British Brown-Boveri Ltd)
Swiss Mercantile Society Tel: 071-638
2800 (Mr K. Deutschle c/o Union Bank
of Switzerland)
Mothers Group Tel: 0992-46687
(Marlies Davies)

New Clubs?

Calling Chester
Stefania Beech is a Swiss citizen who lives
in Chester. She would like to arrange
informal meetings with other Swiss people
in the area with a view to organising a new
Swiss Club Chester.

If you are interested in joining or helping
to start such a club please contact Stefania
at the following address:
Stefania Beech
4 Badgers Walk
Caughall Manor

Consular News

Hullo
Mr Felix Naef has taken up his new
appointment as Consul in the Consulate
General of Switzerland in Manchester. He
succeeds Mr Bruno Ritter, Consul, who
has been transferred to Damascus. Born in
1943, Mr Naef is a former student of the
Swiss Mercantile Society College in
London. He entered the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs in 1970.

After various posts in Rome, Paris,
Johannesburg and Washington he was
employed for eight years in Bern before
moving to Manchester.

Mr Felix Naef

Swiss National Tourist Office Tel:
071-734 1921
Swiss Relief Society:
Liverpool Tel: 051-486 1168 (Mrs
Stevens)
Manchester Write to: P. Senn, Cloud
Park Farm, Dial Lane, Congleton,
Cheshire CW12 3QJ
Swiss Welfare Office Tel: 071-387
3806 (Mrs M. Lyster) or 081-458 3859
(Mrs A. Ficker)
Swiss Youth Club Tel: 081-340 9740
(Monika Faes)
Union Ticinese Tel: 081-568 3916 (Mr
Berti)

Upton by Chester
(Telephone 0244-381425)

and Cheltenham
Nicole Askell would like to hear from any
Swiss-German speaking mothers who
reside in the Cheltenham area of
Gloucestershire with a view to arranging
regular get-togethers.

Anyone who is interested is asked
tocontact Nicole Askell (Telephone
0242-820581).

and Goodbye
Dear Friends,

When you read these lines we shall
probably already be on our way to Dhaka,
the capital of Bangladesh. Our task there
will not be easy but we are very much
looking forward to making our small
contribution to the efforts to resolve the
immense problems of the Third World.

Leaving London is hard for everybody.
For us, who had the pleasure of meeting
so many compatriots on numerous
occasions in nearly all of the counties of
the consular district, it is even harder.
Happy and wonderful memories will help
us to make a new start under very different
conditions.

Thank you, dear compatriots, for your
hospitality, friendship and support. We are
especially grateful to all the members of
Swiss societies who do a lot of work for
the benefit of the whole community, very
often behind the scenes.

With our best wishes, and hoping to
meet many of you again somewhere, some
time
Renate and Albert Mehr
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Wine, Song but no Women by Bernard Simon

Bernard. Simon

Manchester Swiss club celebrated its
140th birthday last December. One
hundred and ten members of the club
and their friends attended an
anniversary dinner dance at
Manchester's Hilton International
Hotel. Among the club's guests were
Consul General and Madame Schlaefli
and Jeffrey Long, President of the
Federation of Swiss Societies in the
United Kingdom. Bernard Simon has
been investigating the club's history

The Swiss Club Manchester was founded
in 1850 although the first documents in its
archives date only from 1872. In those

early years there were actually three

different Swiss organisations based in
Manchester. There was the 'Schweizer

Verein', which at an unknown date

changed its name to the Swiss Club

Manchester. There was also the
'Schweizerverein Alpenroesli' and the

'Union Helvetia'. Relations between the

three clubs were difficult. Their club

programmes were almost identical and

they tried to poach each other's members.

The 'Schweizer Verein' and the

'Alpenroesli' then merged, but the fate of

the 'Union Helvetia' is unknown.
Towards the end of the last century the

Swiss Club Manchester met every Friday.
The club had a gymnastic section and a

male choir. The latter had weekly
rehearsals, though in 1970 'Jassen' was

prohibited at the rehearsals since those who

played cards were too noisy and interfered

with the singing!
The choir was a male choir since women

were not allowed to become club
members. At a meeting in 1905 somebody

suggested inviting women to a special
function but this was rejected after a vote.

Subsequently the matter was raised again.
It was agreed to organise special ladies-

evenings at some later date. But it was
1930 before the ladies were allowed to
attend the 1st August celebration!

In 1905 the vice-president of the club

was of the opinion that the club did much

for the enjoyment of its members but very
little for science. The library, he felt, could

do with some improvements. The club had

a room in a local hotel for the sole use of
members. This room was decorated with

pictures. It contained bookcases and other

furniture as well as the club's piano. The

piano was sold in 1935 for £2!

According to the club's minutes
members were particularly keen on good
food and plenty of drink — though in 1927

the treasurer was in deep trouble after he

had paid £2 for eighty glasses of lemonade.

Nevertheless, other activities were also

contemplated. In 1906 it was suggested
that the club organise an outing by
motorcoach. But the costs were prohibitive
and there were severe doubts about the
reliability of these vehicles.

The Swiss Club Manchester has always
enjoyed close relations with the Consulate.
In 1916 serious discussions took place
within the club with regard to the
establishment of a Swiss Consulate in
Manchester. "We need an able consul
capable of dealing with industrial and
commercial problems," declared the
president. "No chance! Liverpool is

geographically more important,"
suggested another committee member. In
April 1917, however, Mr A Guggenheim
was nominated by the federal council as
the first consul in Manchester.

Early in 1924, following the death of the
then consul, it was suggested that the

Consulate might be transferred to

Birmingham. The Swiss Club Manchester
mounted fierce opposition and wrote to the

federal authorities that it wanted to

participate in all discussions on the matter,

demanding that its voice be heard before

any decisions were made. Later that year
a new consul, based in Manchester, was

appointed. Manchester had won and the

Consulate remains in Manchester to this

day.
The Swiss Club continued to flourish

until the Second World War, when

activities were seriously curtailed. It was

probably at this time that the club decided

to adopt English as its official language.
In 1917 it had been decided that
'Schwyzerdeutsch' should remain the

club's official language. Now it was felt

prudent to prepare all minutes and other

documents in English, in order to be above

suspicion.
In the last forty-five years the club has

extended its activities. For one thing it was

officially accepted in 1956 that women

should be admitted as full members. The

women have always maintained that the

reason for this change of heart was that

club urgently needed more funds.
The 1960s and 1970s saw much greater

activity by the club in the wider colony

matters. The club involved itself in the

activities of the NSH, the Federation of

Swiss Societies in the UK and the

Organisation of the Swiss Abroad in Bern-

Today the Swiss Club Manchester is

facing the well-known problems of many

other Swiss Societies. There has been a

slow decline in the number of members.

At the same time the existing membership

is increasing in age. Swiss nationals who

come to this country for relatively short

periods are not necessarily attracted to

Swiss societies. Those Swiss who come for

longer periods and might be interested m

joining a Swiss society are relatively rare.

The Manchester club wishes to

undertake a recruitment drive among Swiss

living in the area. The club presents a

varied annual programme and hopes that

this will stimulate an interest in the Swiss

Community in and around Manchester.

For further information about
Manchester Swiss Club please contact

Bernard Simon (061-926-8153).
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Jassplausch

There will be a Jass Tent at Battersea 1991

where, if you are lucky, you can play with
or against Anton Mosiman and other well
known members of the Swiss community.
If you wish to have some training sessions
before the big event, please contact Mr and

Mrs Josef Tresch, 18 Eriswell Road,
Burwood Park, Walton-on-Thames,
Surrey (Tel. 0932 241043) or Mr Armin
Loetscher, St. Moritz Restaurant, 161

Wardour Street, London W1V 3TA (Tel.
071-734 3324).

Who Plays the Alphorn?
(See Swiss Review 4/90, Green Pages).
Anton Habermacher's correct phone
number is 021 459 5535.

Swiss Church Bazaar

For well over two decades the Biennial
Bazaar of the Swiss Church in London has

attracted larger numbers of visitors than

any other gathering in the community. Old
and young, families and individuals meet
at the Swiss Church in London's Endell
Street, an opportunity for renewing old
friendships and making new ones, of
buying Christmas presents and Swiss food
and drink and of enjoying Swiss
specialities for lunch and tea. This year the
Bazaar will be held on Saturday, 16th
November.

For details, please watch out in the next
•ssue of the 'Green Pages'. Just make a

note in your diary for the time being.

Charles Wander BDS LDS RCS

DENTAL SURGEON
8 Fisher Street

Southampton Row
London WC1

All aspects of dental treatment
undertaken including crown
and bridge, cosmetic and

preventive dentistry
Tel: 071-405 7966

24 Hour Emergency Service Available

SWISS LAWYER

Mrs M. Scheurer, Avocat

12 Deansgate
Manchester M3 2BU

Telephone:
061-832 3000

Where There's A Will

None of us in immortal but few of us care
to think about death. Dunfermline Swiss
Club however recently did just that when
it invited one of its members, Janine
Pennel, a solicitor, to give a short talk on
the subject of wills. Mrs Pennel stressed
that it is important for everyone to make
a will. Only with a valid will can you be
certain as far as is possible that what you
want goes to the people whom you choose.
Mrs Pennel distributed information leaflets
published by and available from The Law
Society of Scotland and the Scottish Office.
Before drawing up a will it is strongly
recommended that you consult a solicitor.
If you do not have a solicitor, look in
Yellow Pages or enquire at your local
Citizens' Advice Bureau or look up the
Directory of General Services issued by
the Law Society of Scotland, which you
can find at public libraries in Scotland.

Readers should note that the law
regarding succession in Scotland is
different to that which applies in both the
rest of the UK and Switzerland. It is hoped
that a future issue of the Green Pages will
carry an article on the law in Switzerland.

JOHN F. KENNEDY
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

3792 Saanen — Gstaad, Switzerland
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Small, international, English-language
boarding school would like to hear from
Swiss nationals or persons with working

permission for Switzerland, interested in full-
time employment from September 1991.
Qualified elementary school teachers for

English-speaking children 6 to 14, or
persons interested in serving as

Housemother or houehold Assistant or cook
should write to:

William Loveil, Director.
or telephone: (030) 4.13.72

British-Swiss Research

The British Council and the Swiss National
Science Foundation have joined forces to
fund a new programme for joint research
between the United Kingdom and
Switzerland. The scheme is intended to
promote the development of scientific and
academic research collaboration between
higher education institutions and academics
in both countries.

Further details are available from the
Europe Unit, The British Council, 10
Spring Gardens, London SW1A 2BN.

For Information, Advice
or Help contact the

SWISS WELFARE
OFFICE

for young people
31 Conway Street,
London W1p 5HL

Telephone: 071-387
3608

Underground Stations:
Great Portland Street, Warren Street

The Green Pages

The Editor of the Green Pages welcomes
letters and comments from readers.
Correspondence should be addressed to:
Dr David Ditchburn,
Department of History,
University of Aberdeen,
King's College,
Old Aberdeen AB9 2UB
(Telephone 0224 272999. Fax 0224
487048)
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SWITZERLAND

RETURN

HOW DOES A COMPANY
CLAIM TO BE NO.l?

more customers travel
with us on scheduled flights
to Switzerland than any
other tour operator.

the most efficient and
pleasant service imaginable.

the most competitive fares
to Geneva and Zurich from
£69 return.

Choice - more flights and
more departures than anyone

else.

All these reasons and more,
means Airtour Swiss is
No.l! ^
Tel: 01-706 3737

airtour
part of the Holidaymaker Group pic

HOLIDAYMAKER GROUP PLC 157 PRAED ST LONDON W2 IRL ABTA 35724 ATOL1796 IATA
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Swiss Fair, Battersea Park, Saturday 29th June 1991

SWISS FAIR 1991
Number of tickets required:

adults @ £2.00 @ £2.00=

children (5-12 years) @ £1.00=

children (under 5 years) FREE

Total enclosed

Name Telephone

Address

Member of Society

Canton of origin

Payment Correct Action Bank Ticket Sent

A real bargain! If you use this form now
to apply for tickets for the Swiss Fair you OFFICE USE ONLY
can save 50p on each adult ticket and gain ONLY
free entry to a special prize draw for all
advance applications. Be you young or old, ~~ -
Swiss or British, a member of a Swiss Cheques should be made payable to 'Fossuk, Swiss Fair 1991'. Completed forms should
society or not, everyone is welcome at the be returned as soon as possible with a stamped addressed envelope to Swiss Fair
Swiss Fair. 1991, c/o Swiss National Tourist Office, 10 Wardour St., London W1V 8EE.

Impression of a Swiss Fair by Steven Schaerer (14)

=fi'r
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Rose-tinted Spectacles: Four Years of HSG With the Benefit of Hindsight by Till Geigej^

There is no doubt in my mind that Prince
Charles would not approve of the
modernistic concrete structure that has

housed the Hochschule St. Gallen (HSG)
since the 1960s; and there can be no doubt
that most students of the Hochscule would
share his view. The students of the
Hochschule tend to feel as ambivalent
about the curriculum of their courses as the

daring architecture of the place during their
time at St. Gallen.

While a student of economics at St

Gallen, I shared both these sentiments,

only to find that over the years my views
have changed quite dramatically. A
virulent critic of my professors as a

student, I am now rather appreciative of
their efforts to instil economic thought into

my young and rather unresponsive brain.
And despite the fact that I am a lover of
romantic art at heart, I slowly, but surely,
warmed to that mass of concrete which
characterised my alma mater. Sometimes
I wonder whether my fellow students have

undergone a similar transformation, from
hardened critical students to alumni with
rose-tinted spectacles. With hindsight, my
years at the HSG seem a rather worthwhile
experience rather than the complete waste
of time that I once thought they were.

You might well ask why this
fundamental change of heart? During my
first two years at the HSG, university

seemed a rather daunting experience. The
curriculum expected a gruelling 40 hours
of lectures, seminars and tutorials per week

for rather unsuspecting first-years.
Lectures in Swiss Law and Business

Studies seemed hardly relevant for an

aspiring economics student. Classes tended

to be large and often over-crowded.
Contact with my teachers seemed minimal.
And I seemed to lose the inevitable
struggle for library books. At the end of
my second year I wanted to leave, but to

my surprise I found the problems almost
insurmountable. Despite its reputation as

a place of outstanding education among
businessmen in the German-speaking
world, other universities were more than

reluctant to accept HSG examination
results. Since my unsuccessful attempts at

escaping from the HSG, I have studied and

worked at two universities in this country,
and I must admit that my HSG education

equipped me rather well for the pursuit of
my interests. There, as well as here, I

guess it really depends on what you make

of the experience.
An even greater culture shock for me (a

rather naive 20 year old German) was
Switzerland and Swiss xenophobia. There

was, of course, a constant need to reapply
for residence permits and later the hassle

of having to obtain a work permit once I
found employment with the canton. This

is a rather surprising characteristic of a

country which is among the richest in the

world, with an economy which, to a large

extent, relies on the hundreds of thousands

of foreigners living in its midst. While I

soon appreciated why the Swiss dislike

many of my countrymen because of their
rudeness, it was rather an eye opener that

the very same people can be just as brash

to their fellow Swiss in the Ticino and

Grischun.
In the end what made the experience so

worthwhile was that, as well as learning
about economics, I was confronted with a

totally different culture. It made me rather

more appreciative of how difficult it is to

understand a different country as an

outsider — but also how easy it is to remain

an outsider.

Next Issue

In the next issue of the Green Pages Joe

Broggini examines the Executive of the

Organisation of the Swiss Abroad and

Mariann Meier discusses the subject of

editors.

GOING HOME
Save time, trouble and expense and make your flight arrangements with

HAMILTON TRAVEL
3 Heddon Street, London WIR 7LE - Tel: 071-439 3199 10 lines) Telex: 229176

Mansfield Chambers, 17 St Ann's Square, Manchester M2 7PW - Tel: 061-834 6364 A.rïour
OR PRESTEL 20261 Organisers

Licence 1489

Fourteen years' experience in providing low cost, reliable scheduled flights to
Switzerland plus many other European destinations.

Typeset in London by The College Hill Press Ltd. 071-633 0543.
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