International musical success - and a more
controversial export

Autor(en): Lettau, Marc

Objekttyp: Preface

Zeitschrift:  Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad

Band (Jahr): 48 (2021)

Heft 6

PDF erstellt am: 22.07.2024

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften. Sie besitzt keine Urheberrechte an
den Inhalten der Zeitschriften. Die Rechte liegen in der Regel bei den Herausgebern.

Die auf der Plattform e-periodica vero6ffentlichten Dokumente stehen fir nicht-kommerzielle Zwecke in
Lehre und Forschung sowie fiir die private Nutzung frei zur Verfiigung. Einzelne Dateien oder
Ausdrucke aus diesem Angebot kbnnen zusammen mit diesen Nutzungsbedingungen und den
korrekten Herkunftsbezeichnungen weitergegeben werden.

Das Veroffentlichen von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen ist nur mit vorheriger Genehmigung
der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Die systematische Speicherung von Teilen des elektronischen Angebots
auf anderen Servern bedarf ebenfalls des schriftlichen Einverstandnisses der Rechteinhaber.

Haftungsausschluss

Alle Angaben erfolgen ohne Gewabhr fir Vollstandigkeit oder Richtigkeit. Es wird keine Haftung
Ubernommen fiir Schaden durch die Verwendung von Informationen aus diesem Online-Angebot oder
durch das Fehlen von Informationen. Dies gilt auch fur Inhalte Dritter, die tUber dieses Angebot
zuganglich sind.

Ein Dienst der ETH-Bibliothek
ETH Zirich, Ramistrasse 101, 8092 Zirich, Schweiz, www.library.ethz.ch

http://www.e-periodica.ch



Contents

20

22

23

25
27

30
31

Mailbag

Focus
The Swiss arms industry
is on the defensive

Culture
Singer Priya Ragu is winning over hearts
and audiences all over the world

Switzerland in figures
Literature

Science
Swiss mathematicians have calculated pi
more accurately than anyone ever before

Politics
The Swiss people say a decisive
yes to marriage for all

Society
Swiss households are hoarding
record quantities of cash

Covid-19
Traditional political parties struggle
to respond to the pandemic

SwissCommunity news

Notes from the Federal Palace

Returnees to Switzerland receive help
reintegrating into the world of work

Former indentured contract children
can continue to draw assistance

Books/Sounds

Top pick/News

Cover photo: Priya Ragu, Swiss singer with Tamil roots.
Photo: courtesy of Warner Music

ember 2021/ No.6

Editorial

International musical success —
and a more controversial export

“For refugees, starting a new life in a country where
you are not necessarily welcome feels almost like a
miracle,” says our cover star, Priya Ragu. Priya, who
hails from St. Gallen, speaks from experience. She
grew up in a Tamil refugee family, but has seen her
fortunes turn around dramatically. Priya is now a

world-renowned singer (page 14). Her career has taken
off like a rocket, and she now belongs on the biggest
stages, winning over hearts notjustat festivals like Montreux, but also in the
language region where her parents come from. The values she endorses and
spreads far and wide in Tamil reflect at the same time a very Swiss sensibil-
ity. For example, her best-selling song Kamali discusses the rights and status
of women in society and the empowerment of girls to live out their dreams.

Also best-sellers but of a very different kind are Swiss-made weapons.
Arms exports are high, and the issue is politically explosive. There is perpet-
ual debate over which countries Swiss guns, munitions, armoured vehicles
and other armaments and military equipment should be exported to. After
all, arms exports affect Switzerland’s self-perception as a neutral, peaceful
country that prefers diplomacy to sabre-rattling. As so often, the reality is
more complex than one might at first imagine. For many years, the means to
wage war - not cheese and chocolate - were the country’s biggest export. Over
three centuries, Swiss mercenary soldiers served on the battlefields of Eu-
rope and in colonial armies all around the world. And they were not known
for their restraint.

Assuch, the modern self-image of Switzerland as humanitarian, peace-lov-
ing and neutral is the result of consciously implemented changes. Mercenary
soldiering has long been prohibited, and exports of military equipment are
subject to strict rules. In fact they are now getting even stricter: parliament
has tightened up the legislation further in response to public pressure. The
government is losing its existing freedom to grant exceptions.

Thatis welcome, but it does not mean an end to the controversy over arms
exports. Ultimately, the question of whether arms exports can ever make the
world more peaceful has not been resolved by this legislative tightening.
MARC LETTAU, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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