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praing, caravans and paEtk-~horses were-carrying merchandise to and fro

5il, io 1880, the great tunnel was bored and Germanic and Latdn

Lbzerland joined hands. An irnteresting and well-written study.
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A egually absorbing chapter deals with the Valais which
Posts have edlled aminiacure onaii, . La spibe of .an . abnormal :rainfall,
the Valais isfthe driest place in Switzerland, The exnlanation is that
all the moisture is dropped over the high mountdains, so that Silerre, in
the main valley,-has nd more rain '‘than the Sahlara. .The baluncing Lactor
is produced by the glacier-streams which act as a substitute for the
non-existant rainfall and irrigate the land. How the Valaisians have
extended this arterial system by their so-called "bisses™ is graphically
described,

Subseguent chapters treat of the Lake of Geneva which reflects
tho heat rays on to the inclined shores and so gives the adjoining
countryside its temverate climate, a climate eminently suitable for
the rich vine=yards planted on the slopes; -of the Jure with its extremes
of temperature and its subterramean waters; of the rich and fertile
Mittclland which breeds the hard-headed, stubborn peasants, strongly
individualist, ‘back-bonc of the c¢ountry; of Zurich where the Limnmat
brealks (through the Moraine eurve  .relic ol the Lea Azes s8nd w0r :the
EBasadine with its long winter and the erystal ¢learnegss of the air,: An
sntranding chapter is that on the Ticino, the Sgubthern garden of
Switzerland and its ‘'vivacious, intelligent,Italianabe in character yet
fundamentally Sui in their outlook and loyalties, whose heraldic motto
ig.aptly-" Liberi a MMizZzari". i

Therc follows a serious of well-informed dissertations on the
geographical upheavals which brought the Alns intae being by the upward
thrust of the vast massesg of deposits ard crystalline rocks from the
bottom of the one-time oceans, how the pattern of the peaks was formed
and what effect the continuous process of disintegration had on them;
on the Glacicr world, with its firnm ir névé-snows, Bsrgschrund,
crevasses and moraines; on the F6hn, that destructive yet heloful south
wind which sweeps the Alpine valleys every spring: and on the avalanches,
the scourge of the Alps. In all of which ‘the author disvlays a consider-
able knowledge of the sciencc of geology.

: ~ In the concluding chaphters,  the human «factor is brought into
relief. The reader is made to witness the life of ‘the hard-working

peasants in the remote valleys and their yearly migrations - in some
districts many times repeated - when the cattle is driven to the higher
grazing grounds, " nomads of the Alps™ is the name Mr Egli zives them. The
author also shows how the Swiss towns fit into their natural settings;

how the national cconomy was built up and is being maintained; and how the
four languages so far from being & Source of ‘discord, are in fact a harmon-

ous blend, conducive to cultural: unity.

N

Fipally, he attempts an outline of the Swiss character, Hc
Sulr up as " a disposition towards kindliness in strange alliance with
a & capacity for obduracy.

Thus the manifold and sometimes startling diversities of the
Swiss scenc are surveyed with keen observation, the natural features and
phcenomena described and explained, the human element analyzed.

Altogether sn admirable and fascinating book; written with
charm and sincerity. There arc passages where the author may have
allowed himsclf to be carried away by. his enthusiasm, but he does so in no
spirit of boastfulncss. To quote higiownsWwords ":If hore'and there I may
seen sullty of grandiloquence I beg the readerts dndulgence., Switzerland
is my homeland',
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