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Upcoming Swiss Cultural Events in New Zealand
(As indicated by the Swiss Embassy - Wellington)

The Swiss Embassy in co-operation with Pro Helvetia-Arts Council of Switzerland' is pleased to announce the

Photographic Exhibition of 'The Patient Planet/So Many Worlds' for 1999

Christchurch Canterbury Museum 5 May - 7 June 1999

Palmerston North Manawatu Art Gallery 19 June -1 August 1999

Wellington Dowse Art Gallery (Lower Hütt) 21 August-21 November 1999

Auckland Auckland Art Gallery 11 Dec. 1999 - 23 Jan. 2000

The Patient Planet/So Many Worlds is a remarkable exhibition of photographs which tells the story of the major

political and human events of the second half of the twentieth century. Turbulent, yet touching, the 255 images tell

individual stories with formidable authenticity, a factor which is frequently overlooked in today's art-directed or

manipulated images. Nearly all the renowned names of humanistic photojournalism are represented including
Switzerland's Werner Bischof, together with Henri Cartier-Bresson, René Burri, Robert Frank and many others.

This is an important exhibition, brought to New Zealand by Pro Helvetia, Arts Council of Switzerland, and should be of

great interest to every age group - it is a photographic history of the world that is our's.

31.3.99 - A letter of thanks

The Swiss Embassy in Wellington has received a letter of thanks from the

Swiss FoundationPRO PATRiA, confirming receipt of NZD 965.00, the

proceeds from the sale of last years 1 .August-emblem.
The message from the foundation contains words of gratitude to all compatriots

who have contributed to this splendid result by purchasing the
'sunflower-emblem'. All proceeds from within Switzerland and from abroad

are being used for the protection of nature reserves in the Cantons of St.Gall,

Berne, Fribourg, Neuenburg, Grison and Valais.

Snippets From Switzerland
(All from April 1999)

Swiss federal office says no to
genetically modified maize and

potatoes.
Genetically modified plants may not
be grown in Switzerland. The federal

office for the environment has
rejected two requests to plant
genetically-modified maize and
potatoes.
The office said too little was known
about the consequences of the modified

plants for both humans and the
environment.The requests came
from a private company and from the
federal agricultural research centre.

Switzerland lifts embargo on
Libya

In line with the United Nations,
Switzerland has officially suspended
sanctions against Libya, imposed
after the 1988 Lockerbie bombing. It

mainly affects air links between the
two countries, and assets in Swiss

banks.
The economics ministry said the
embargo, which was introduced in

1994, would be temporarily lifted,
pending further decisions by the U-N

security council. The move came
after Libya handed over two
suspects to an international court.

70,000 people challenge planned
maternity insurance scheme

Opponents of the planned maternity
insurance scheme have forced a
vote on the issue. A group sponsored

by the People's Party and
employers organisations handed in

seventy thousand signatures to the
federal authorities. They said there
was no need for the legal amendment,

approved by parliament, and
that funding was too costly. The
issue will come to a nationwide vote
in June.

Greens vye for seat in cabinet

The Green Party says it wants a post
in the government. The party presi¬

dent said it was time to reconsider
the political composition of the cabinet.

He said it was time to discuss the
issue of whether the People's Party
should keep its seat in the cabinet,
once the defence minister, Adolf
Ogi, decides to step down.
The Greens hope to win at least
fourteen seats in October's general
election, that's three more than they
hold now.

Couchepin supports debt relief
for poor countries

The economics minister, Pascal
Couchepin, has called for debt relief
for poor countries.
Addressing a conference of French-
speaking nations held in Monaco,
Mr Couchepin said Switzerland
supported the idea of cancelling all
debts as part of development aid.
Mr Couchepin is using the two-day
meeting to hold bilateral talks with
numerous colleagues including
ministers from Vietnam and Cambodia.
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