
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 71 (2005)

Heft: [1]

Rubrik: [Impressum]

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften. Sie besitzt keine Urheberrechte
an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in der Regel bei
den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Siehe Rechtliche Hinweise.

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les

éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. Voir Informations légales.

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. See Legal notice.

Download PDF: 16.05.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=en


RESOLUTION! This is quite a
large word, and, according to my
dictionary, it has as many meanings
to match its' size! But I think all of us
living in new Homelands dominated
by English culture would think of
only one primary meaning for this
very important word for the time of
year just recently gone by.

"Have you made any new year
resolutions yet?" I'm sure all of
us have been asked this question
umpteen times between Christmas
and New Year for as far back as
we can remember, or arrived in
New Zealand! As I hinted above,
this habit of 'making New Year
resolutions' seems to be a curious
thing originating out of British
culture, as I do not remember my

Editorial
parents ever mentioning this habit
existing in 'old' Switzerland. But
maybe I'm wrong on this point. Even
if this curious custom did not exist
in the Switzerland of my parents'
youth-era, it may have crept into
Swiss culture in post WW2 times!
Many of our readers would probably
know the answer.

However, I'm sure you will all agree
with me that making 'new year
resolutions' is quite a pleasant habit
in itself, no matter where the custom
originated from! Think back and
remember all the fun and
soulsearching we've all had from
time to time rummaging through our
minds for things we definitely needed
to make a new year resolution on,
and less urgent things which could
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be postponed! Then trying to put
everything into chronological
order of importance in our minds,
because we knew quite well that our
human limitations would allow us to
complete only a few of the hundred
and one things our minds told us,
needed a'new year resolution'!!! At
least in the short term, we knew we
could only 'resolve' a few things, the
rest would have to wait!!!

And so it was, and probably always
will be, that we answer our friends'
important question with a vigorous
affirmative, fully intending to make
and keep those lovely new year
resolutions we make to ourselves
but then, towards the end of the
year, finding we have only resolved
a few of the promises we made to
ourselves at the 'new year resolution'
time!!!

Then we desperately hasten to try
and fulfill at least a few more
promises we made to ourselves at
the beginning of the year, before
the imminent arrival of the new
Christmas!!! And a new batch of
'New Year Resolutions'!!! But, as
may old Dad used to say, "don't
panic, there's another work-day
tomorrow, and next day, and next,
and "! He had a
wonderfully calm, logical disposition
which I always admired in him.
So, using his philosophy, let us all go
through this year systematically
completing the resolutions we made
a month ago, or try to complete
them, and if we fail with the odd one
or two, don't despair. As I said
earlier, we Humans all have our
limitations, none of us can succeed
all the time with everything we do!
No matter how fervently we made
our 'New Year Resolutions'!!!

The most important thing is, I think,
that each of us try their best with
their resolutions, no one has a right
to ask for more! If you can look
in a mirror and look into your own
eyes and honestly say to yourself,
"well, I did my best", then you have
succeeded, no matter what the final
outcome was!!!

Again, a happy New Year everyone
and best wishes for your summer
functions!!

Cheerio from Paul
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