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DOSSIER TOPOGRAPHIEN DES TRAUMES

staff», for these transitional thoughts are
the very stuff that dreams are made of. Yet
this magisterial dismissal is the grounding
of dream theory. It is the same radical
gesture as that which occurs in the «Psychology

for Neurologists» in 1895 and is

repeated in the «Interpretation of Dreams» -
where consciousness is denied any
independent existence and reduced to a mere

organ of sense. At that theoretical moment
we cross a «concealed pass» into new
territories. This is the moment when space is

transformed into time, when the chaotic
spatial mass of the dream, or experience, is

cut up and paraded in single file, words as

consciousness. On the other side of the

pass everything is reconstruction as

language.

Here, finally, we are presented with
another marvellous landscape, another fantastic

sight of Rome. Not the Rome half-

Jhe best

that can

be achieved

is the

cinematic

effect of

travelling,

the eye

of the mind

circling the

representation.

shrouded in mist, as glimpsed in the
«Interpretation of Dreams» but a new and

even more hallucinatory vision of the
Eternal City. It is found at the beginning
of «Civilization and Its Discontents»,
where Freud is attempting to construct an

analogy for the persistance of memory. He
asks us to imagine Rome as if all its various
historical periods were in existence
simultaneously, from the founding to the
modern city. This is the end of the dreams of
travelling, that is, the end of projecting
our desired constructions as visual images
onto the world. For, as far as theory is
concerned at least, there is no point in spinning

out such phantasies, since they lead

to something unimaginable:

«Our attempt seems to be an idle game. It has only one

justification. It shows us how far we are from mastering
the characteristics ofmental life by representing them in
pictorial terms. »
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Dream Analysis, 1998. Tanistück nach einer Choreographie

von Mark Dendy (USA). Aufführung des Mark Dendy

Dance Theater, New York. Photo: Phyllis Graber Jensen.

Dream Analysis
spielt in der Praxis
eines Psychoanalytikers,

und die
Aufführung dauert eine
Stunde, genau so

lange wie eine
Therapiesitzung. Die
Träume eines jungen

Tänzers werden
verbildlicht, während

der Analytiker,
in der Rolle eines

Narren, sie für das

Publikum auslegt.
Hier ist der Klient

mit seinem Alter Ego, dem russischen
Tänzer Vaslev Nijinsky, zu sehen. In einer
Anspielung auf Tanz, Magie und die
Behandlung von Neurosen zu Zeiten Nijins-
kys schwebt er hier in hypnotischer
Trance. — Das Titelbild sowie die Illustrationen

des Dossiers mit ihren Legenden
wurden dem Katalog der Ausstellung
«Träume 1900-2000. Kunst, Wissenschaft
und das Unbewusste» entnommen, die

vom 23. März bis 11. Juni 2000 im
Historischen Museum der Stadt Wien stattfand.
Der Katalog mit gleichem Titel erschien in
diesem Frühjahr im Prestel-Verlag, München.

Michael Wirth
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