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WORLD SOCIOLOGY:
FINAL COMMENT ON THE MUNCH-ALEXANDER DEBATE

In a previous issue of this journal (Vol. 21, N° 3, November 1995), we published
elements of a discussion between Richard Miinch and Jeffrey Alexander on the
“national” character of sociological theory. In the following issues (Vol. 22,
N° 1, March 1996; Vol 22, N° 2, June 1996), Donald N. Levine, Bryan S.
Turner and George Ritzer reacted to this debate.

In his concluding comments, Jacques Coenen-Huther (University of Geneva)
clarifies some of the misunderstandings which contributed to raising the origi-
nal debate to a passionate level, and sketches the broader context of the
controversy. Although the differences among national traditions, as well as
the language problem, should be recognized as a “fact of life”, there is no
reason why we should indict American sociology in particular for the current
trend of bureaucratization of research, which is a world-wide phenomenon.
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