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ERNST NOBS, f
The death occurred on March 13th at his home al

Meilen (Ct. Zurich), at the age of 71, of Mr. Ernst
Nobs, a former Federal Councillor and President of
the Swiss Confederation.

He was born on 14th July 1886 in Seedorf (Ct.
Berne) and was a citizen of Seedorf, Grindelwald and
Zurich. After having passed through the Teachers'
Seminary in Hofwil he obtained posts as teacher in
Wynau and Ostermundigen (1906 to 1912).

From 1912 onwards he occupied various posts as
editor of Socialist papers, tirst at Lucerne and after-
wards at St. Gall. In 1915 lie became editor-in-chief
of the Socialist organ " Volksrecht ", Zurich, and
four years later (1919) he was elected a Member of
Parliament (National Council). From 1935 to 1942
Mr. Nobs was a member of the Government of the
canton of Zurich and afterwards was elected Mayor
of the town of Zurich, which post he held for about
two years.

In December 1943 he was elected a member of the
Federal Government in succession to Federal
Councillor Wetter. He was the first Socialist to be
a member of the Swiss Government. His election in
1949 to the presidency of the Confederation, which he
held for one year, was the fitting culmination to a
career devoted to the public good.

He retired from the Government in 1951 at the
age of 65. He wrote several political works, including
biographies of Wilhelm Liebknecht, the German Social
Democratic leader, and of Hermann Greulich, the
former Socialist leader in Switzerland. On • the
occasion of his 70th birthday lie published a book of
short stories under the title " Breitlauinen ".

The deceased commanded the respect of many
outside his own party.

ANNOUNCEMENT.

Owing to several functions n the Colony having
taken place in close succession some of the respective
reports will be published in our next issue.

Nouvelle Société Helvétique
(LONDON GROUP)

LECTURE
Tuesday, April 2nd, 1957, at 7.15 p.m.

at Swiss Hostel for Girls,
9, Belsize Grove, N.W.3.

Prof. Dr. M. WILDI,
ETH. Zurich,

and President of the Britisch-Schweizerische Gesellschaft

will speak in English on:
"CONTEMPORARY SWISS

LITERATURE."

OTHMAR SCHOECK. f
Der bekannte Komponist Dr. b.c. Othmar Schoeck

ist am Freitag, den 8. März in Zürich im 71.
Altersjahr gestorben.

Othmar Schoeck wurde geboren in Brunnen am
Vierwaldstaettarsee am 1. September 1886 als Sohn des
Kunstmalers Alfred Schoeck. Er besuchte die Schulen
in Zürich, wandte sich zuerst dein Studium der
Malerei, dann der Musik zu. Er besuchte das
Konservatorium in Zürich, war ein Jahr lang Schüler
Max Regers' in Leipzig, kehrte dann nach Zürich
zurück, wo er die Leitung des Männerchors Aussersihl
und später des Lehrergesangvereins übernahm, auch
leitete er die Sinfoniekonzerte in St. Gallen.

Schoeck schuf zahlreiche Lieder, Chor-, Bühnen-
und Orchesterwerke, Kammer-und Klaviermusik und
trat auch als Dirigent hervor. Unter seinen
Musikdramatisehen Werken seien genannt die Komödie
" Don Ranudo " und die Opern " Penthesilea ",' Massimilia Doni " lind "Das Schloss Duerande

Die Universität Zürich ernannte im Jahre 1928
den " Grossen Lyriker und Dramatiker " zum
Ehrendoktor. 1943, erhielt er den Musikpreis der
Stadt Zürich, 1945, den Komponistenpreis des
Schweizerischen Tonkünstlervereins. 1956, wurde ihm
die Hans Georg Naegeli Medaille verliehen. Im
Dezember des vergangenen Jahres wurde eine im
Auftrage des Kantons von Bildhauer Hermann
Hubacher geschaffene Broncebüste des Künstlers in
der Universität Zürich eingeweiht.
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