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8938 THE SWISS OBSERVER July 26th, 1957.

EDITOR'S POSTBAG.

Grafton House,
12, Grafton Street,

London, W.1.
Editor, 9th July, 1957.

Swiss Observer.
Dear Mr. Stauffer,

You ask me to give you some details about the
Jubilee .Jamboree which is to take place at Sutton
Park, near Birmingham from the 1st — 12t,h August
1957.

This Jamboree, which is called " JIM " meaning
that it combines the Jamboree, the Indaba and the
Moot — the Jamboree being the gathering of the
Scouts, the Indaba the gathering of the leaders and
the Moot that of the Rovers (elder Scouts) — will
mark the B-P Centenary celebrations.

"B P", as he is known all over the world, was
born on the 22nd February 1857, and it was in 1907
that he held the first Scout Camp on Brownsea
Island thus starting the movement which was so soon
to become a world movement of which he was made
the World Chief Scout in 1920.

This JIM will be attended by some 35,000 members
of the movement, representing 83 countries. It will
be visited by Her Majesty The Queen, accompanied by
The Duke of Edinburgh, on Saturday, August 3rd. I
am sending you herewith a booklet which gives you
most of the details and I am at your disposal to let
you have any data which is not clear to you.

As far as Switzerland is concerned, no less than
1,200 Scouts and Rovers will be coming over with, at
their head, the new Swiss Chief Scout, Hugues de
Rham, who was appointed on (lie 5tli May of this year.
What is very interesting is that several hundreds of
these young people will be coming already ten days
before to enjoy what, is known as "Hospitality Week",
which means that each one will go to a private family
so as to make new friends, learn to know how people
live in this country thus avoiding the very often
erroneous impression of the tourist. This Hospitality
Week is extended to some 30,000 of these boys which
is, indeed, a very wonderful effort. In 90% of the
cases this Hospitality scheme will work after the
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Jamboree and more than half of them will stay even
a fortnight. Owing, however, to the exceptional time
of holidays of the Swiss schools, the British
accordingly arranged to have the Swiss before the
JIM.

The Opening Day of the Jamboree coincides with
our Swiss National Day. We have been privileged by
having the arena put at our disposal just before the
Opening so as to celebrate our National Day in the
presence of a very large number of guests. In the
evening our little country has organised a reception
and dinner in the true Swiss fashion, to which all the
heads of Delegations and the leading personalities of
the Scouting world have accepted to come. It is
indeed a very great honour because at a meeting so
tremendously large it is almost impossible to gather
so many important people.

Lady Baden-Powell, the World Chief Guide,
accompanied by her family as well as Mrs. Wade who
was B-P's secretary for over 30 years, will be present.
So will Lord Peter Baden-Powell, the son of the Chief.
Enthusiastic acceptances have also been received from
The Lord Rowallan, Chief Scout of the British Empire
who has just received the Order of the Thistle at the
last Birthday Honours; General Sir Robert Lockhart,
Chairman of the Jubilee Committee; General Dan
Spry, Director of the International Bureau ; Colonel
Wilson, no doubt the closest collaborator of B-P and
Founder of Gilwell Park; as well as all the members
of the International Committee which is the supreme
authority of World Scouting.

Members of the Government, Ambassadors of all
countries, have been invited. All over the world
special stamps are being issued, including Switzer-
land.

The JIM will be followed by an International
Conference which is taking place in Cambridge where
Trinity College has been put at the disposal of the
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Delegates so that they can all reside together. Very
important decisions will have to be taken at that
Conference which will be attended by over 80 nations,
at the rate of six Delegates per nation. The British
Government has invited them to a dinner, presided
over by the Prime Minister, which will be only one of
the important functions which have been organised.

This very great Jamboree is bound to have a
tremendous influence and the Conference will be, in
fact, the only world gathering where 83 free nations
of all races and religions are able to get together on
an equal footing with no other purpose but to pledge
themselves to their utmost to establish Friendship
among Scouts of all nations, thus preparing the way
for more tolerance and greater confidence.

Unfortunately, the Russians and some of their
satellites will not be present because Scouting has
rightly and very firmly refused to recognise Scouts
who are not free and independent of Government
control. B P laid down, very wisely, that Scouting
must be absolutely independent of any State control
as the whole movement is based on the free and willing
acceptance of the leadership of those elected by its
members, leaders who have taken the Scouts oath and
undertaken to live accordingly. We know, of course,
that there are still thousands of Scouts in satellite
countries at present and regular contact is maintained
with them, but it cannot be forgotten that it was
strongly through Scouting that the Resistance Move-
ment in the last war was formed, and the participa-
tion of the Scouts in the fight for freedom is probably
one of the most heroic pages of the movement. Little
has been said about it because this was just one of
those jobs which had to be done, but the ideal inspired
by Baden-Powell has carried the flame for freedom all
through the world and it is still well alight in this
Jubilee year.

An so from all parts of the earth, at the opening
of the Geophysical Year, young people will come to
pay homage to their Founder and renew their promise,
" To Serve

Sincerely yours,
AZ/red Zfenou.

Commissaire-Délégué du Scoutisme Suisse.
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THE " DUBOIS AFFAIR

We herewith reproduce a letter from the Swiss
Ambassador to the Editor of the " Sunday Times "
(with the latter's note) which appeared in the issue
of July 14th, 1957.

The Dubois Affair.
From 7'fce Sho-iss Ambassador.

Sir,—I refer to the article by Stephen Coulter headed
" The Dubois Affair ".

In that article the author alleges that M. Dubois
passed confidential information obtained by him to the
representatives of a foreign Power and suggests that
this was done with the consent of his departmental
chief, Dr. Markus Feldmann, Minister of Justice, and
M. Max Petitpierre, Swiss Foreign Minister. He
continues by asserting that the Swiss Government ap-
proved of espionage by its own officials for the benefit
of a foreign country and violated its own Neutrality
Statute.

I am instructed to state that neither Dr. Feldmann
nor M. Petitpierre had any knowledge of M. Dubois's
alleged conveyance of such information. The state-
ment in the article that the Swiss Government aju
proved of espionage by its own officials for the benefit
of a foreign country is quite untrue.

A. Daeniker.
London, W.l.
[We are happy to publish this statement by the

Swiss Ambassador, which we and our correspondent
fully accept, and regret any reflection which might
seem to have been implied on his Government or indi-
vidua! Ministers. — Editor.]

"SWITZERLAND STRENGTHENS HER
DEFENCES."

In our issue of 28th June 1957 we reproduce an
article which appeared in " The Times " on May 29th
under the above heading.

We are informed from a competent source that
this article contains a number of inexact and mistaken
statements.

Our informant, a member of the Swiss General
Staff, writes : " No responsible Swiss army authority
would consider that it was possible that we could
defend ourselves for a year in the redoubt ".

" No hospitals are installed in glaciers."
" The leaders of our army are against the view

that we could lead a war with guerilla detachments."
" The artillery is to-day fully motorised, but has

no anti-tank guns."
" Switzerland possesses no heavy bomber planes."
" The Swiss army has not twenty Divisions."
" The recruit schools do not last, seven to nine

months."
" The highest rank in the army is not that of a

Colonel."

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

The publishers would be much obliged if sub-
scribers who are in arrears with their subscription
would kindly make an early remttance, it would save
both money and time.
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