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ten Sachverhalt, die Probleme der
modernen, komplizierten Viefalt auf
dem politischen, gesellschaftlichen,
wirtschlaftlichen un kulturellen Gebeit
in der ständigen Wechselbeziehung
zwischen dem nationalen und iner-
nationalen Aspekt zu lösen.

Dieser Vorgang vollzieht sich aber
auf dem Hintergrund einer weltpoli-
tischen Lage, in der Macht und Gewalt
eine Realität geblieben sind. Existenz-
wille verlangt gerade auch vom kleinen
Volke die Bereitschaft, mit seinen Mög-
lichkeiten den Druckversuchen der Ge-
wait Widerstand zu leisten. Das Prob-
lern dieses Widerstandes aber ist —
womit ich auf die eingangs erwähnte
Formulierung aus dem Vortrag von
Karl Schmid zurückkomme — Gestal-
tung einer Gesamtverteidigung, die
Staat und Nation im Mittelpunkt sieht,
und von der die Armee einen Teil bil-
det.
Wir können Sehlacken abstossen

Haben wir in dieser Situation mit
unserem Milizsystem nicht den Vorzug,
Grundlagen für die Gestaltung dieser
Form von Verteidigung zu besitzen?
Das Milzprinzip der Schweiz heisst
nicht Militarisierung des ganzen Volkes,
sondern Verteidigungsbereitschaft für
eine politische Lebensform. Die Sende-
folge, die das schweizerische Fernsehen
jüngst der Entwicklung unserer Miliz,
im Zusammenhang mit der heutigen
Auffassung von Landesverteidigung ge-
widmet hat, bildete eine ausgezeich-
nete Illustration solcher Entmytholo-
gisierung der Armee. Es wurde gezeigt,
dass die folgerichtige Anwendung des
Milizprinzipes nicht nur auf die be-
kannte Verpflichtung des Bürgers als
Soldat anzuwenden ist, sondern in der
heutigen Praxis u. a. auch darin doku-
mentiert wird, dass in der technisierten
Armee der Soldat so eingesetzt wird,
wie est die Gegebenheiten seines bür-
gerlichen Berufes empfehlen.

Das Milizprinzip schweizerischer
Herkunft macht es möglich, mytholo-
gisierenden Ballast von gestern abzu-
werfen, mythologisierte Schlacken ab-
zustossen und die Armee in den schwer-

en, nüchtern zu betrachtenden Auftrag
der Gesamtverteidigung einzugliedern.
Dieser Auftrag ist von uns leichter zu
erfüllen als für andere europäische Ar-
meen mit anderer, offensiver Vergang-
enheit. Auf solcher Grundlage sind die
Bemühungen fortzuführen, die darauf
abzielen, den Begriff der allgemeinen
Wehrpflicht durch denjenigen der all-
gemeinen Dienstpflicht zu ersetzen; auf
ihnen wird jene Kommission des EMD
zu arbeiten haben, die sich mit der Um-
gestaltung und Modernisierung mili-
tärischer Formen und militärischer
Ausbildung befasst.

(PtAs/er IVac/in'c/z/en)

SAVE THE
CAVALRY!
The Swiss Army has eighteen

cavalry squadrons, each of which have
the effectives of an infantry company
and consist of a command section, a
section of machine-gunners and three
combat sections. Last Autumn, the
Federal Council proposed to reduce the
number of squadrons gradually and dis-
band these units in 1975. The decision
won't be taken before next year and, in
the meanwhile, the future and poten-
tialities of the Cavalry are the object of
a special study group commissioned by
the Federal Council and comprising
numerous military personalities, many
of whom support the Cavalry.

The Swiss Cavalry has nothing to
do with "husards", its soldiers are called
"dragoons". It will never be thrown
against armoury, as was the case of the
Polish cavalry during the German blitz
invasion of 1939. The Cavalry are
mounted infantry. They have the same
weapons as infantrymen, being equip-
ped with the ordnance automatic rifle
of the Army, rocket-tubes, anti-tank
and anti-personnel grenades and ex-
plosives. The horse confers them with
extra speed and mobility.

Colonel Thiébaud, head of the
mechanised troops of the Army, is not
at all convinced of the tactical future of
cavalry. If an enemy would decide to
invade Switzerland, he claims, he would
do so with massive use of air force and
a mechanised thrust on the Plateau. The
units most needed will therefore be tank
regiments and the infantry (more par-
ticularly, companies of "tank grena-
diers") to accompany them.

Naturally, the horse being man's
best friend, the idea that the Army's
cavalry should go has produced a
general outcry and a massive campaign
by the united front of the country's
horse-riding associations. Cavalrymen
themselves staged a special demonstra-
tion for the Press and the Military De-
partment last month and showed what
the Cavalry could do. Horse-lovers' so-
cieties have published stern resolutions
which have wone the political rank and
file to their cause. Members of Par-
liament from Geneva, Neuchatel Vaud
and perhaps Fribourg have been per-
suaded to back the Cavalry and no
doubt will do so when the matter is
brought up for debate next year.

One disadvantage of cavalry, com-
pared with other arms, is that horses
cannot be stored away in an arsenal,
but must be conscientiously looked
after outside the Army by the troopers
who engage in the Cavalry. This means
that a citizen-soldier who serves every
year in a unit using horses (and the
Army Service Corps also uses draught-
horses) must take care of his horse at
home and therefore necessarily live on
the land. The number of volunteer re-
cruits has been dwindling from year to
year. To keep the Cavalry going on its
present standard there should be 325
recruits each year. Last year, 330 of the
young men inducted asked to go in the
Cavalry, but only 270 of them were
considered fit for acceptance. This year,
only 287 people have asked to serve in
this unit.

The life of the horse in the Army
then depends on those who are ready
to breed and upkeep horses. But they
conversely depend on the Army's en-
couragement and need in horses to keep
going. This means that, in a way, the
Army has been sponsoring the life of
the Swiss horse and that all those who
love horses or make a living on them
have been worried about the eventual
abdication of this role.

Owing to the severe control of the
fitness of serviceable horses by the
Army and the incentives which military
authorities have been giving to horse-
breeders on the land, Switzerland must
have the fittest equine population of
Europe. The Swiss are as fond of horses
as the English and we must not forget
that our only gold medal in Tokyo,
1964, was won for show-jumping by a
Swiss career officer The defence of the
Cavalry is now gaining strength and
will prove impossible to overcome.

(PMZ?)

THE

ZURICH

GROUP

ZURICH INSURANCE COMPANY
(a limited Company incorporated in Switzerland in 1872)

THE BEDFORD LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY LTD.
(an associate member of the Life Offices Association)

THE BEDFORD GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY LTD.
(a member of the British Insurance Association)

UNDERTAKE ALL
CLASSES OF INSURANCE

BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE U.K.

HEAD OFFICE:

FAIRFAX HOUSE, FULWOOD PLACE
HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1

Telephone 01-242 8833

GROUP RESOURCES EXCEED £500,000,000

14


	Save the cavalry!

