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dieso Statistik noch etwas ausgebaut worden wäre und der Lebenshaltungsaufwand

in Zeiteinheiten umgelegt worden wäre. Diese kleine Anregimg
soll indessen dem ausgezeichneten Werk keinen Abbruch tun. Auf die
Fortsetzung der Arbeit von Wolfram Fischer kann man nur gespannt sein.

Wädenswil Albert Hauser

Othmar Uhl, Die diplonuitisch-politischen Beziehungen zwischen Großbritan¬
nien und der Schweiz in den Jahrzehnten vor dem ersten Weltkrieg
(1890—1914). (Band 83 der Basler Beiträge zur Geschichtswissenschaft.)

Helbing & Lichtenhahn, Basel und Stuttgart 1961. 193 S.

With many of the official pre-1914 records now open to the public, Dr.
Uhl has been able to undertake a detailed study of another phase in the
development of Swiss foreign policy, as it appears in relations with Britain
in the 25 yeare before the First World War. The result is a commendable
contribution to Swiss historical literature.

That little remained of the "traditional"' friendly relations between
Britain and Switzerland by 1914 is shown through close examination of
several issues under discussion during the period. The first chapters deal
with the nature of Anglo-Swiss diplomatie and consular representation and
a few other relatively minor topics, such as Swiss arbitration of somo dis-
putes between Britain and other countries. Then attention moves to the
Boer War: Swiss public opinion was strongly opposed to British policy
in South Africa, and British moves to counteract Swiss feeling against them
were unsuccessful. Uhl holds that changes in the British attitude are reflected
in the Hague Peaee Conferences: in 1899, the Swiss and British were voting
togother on most issues, whereas at the 1907 Conference, Germany rather
than Britain was supporting Swiss interests. Throughout the 25-year period,
Britain was apparently much interested in Swiss military Organization, but,
while reporte were friendly in the first years of the twentieth Century, after
1910, the British were increasingly suspieious that Swiss relations with
Germany and Austria belied her assurances of neutrality. In a final chapter,
Anglo-Swiss economic relations are treated very briefly; the author is

mainly interested in the diplomatie questions which the commerce entailed,
so that Information about the volume. composition and Organization of
the trade must be sought elsewhere.

The Organization of the study tends to blur description and explanation.
Chapter divisions are sometimes aecording to chronology and sometimes
aecording to topic, and interrelationships between the topics are not al-
ways clearly explained. The first chapters are perhaps overly long and
not sufnciently related to the central theme. Discussion of neutrality as
an issue is saved for separate treatment at the end of the study, although
it was directly connected, for example, with developments in the Boer War
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and the Hague Conferences and to Swiss military plans. The Delagoa Bay
question, for whieh Swiss served as arbitratore, might be discussed more
effectively in relation to the Boer War.

Two commente are in Order with respect to the sources Uhl has used.
First, a minor point, the reader is somewhat puzzled by the citation of
British Foreign Office documents for 1911, 1912 and 1914, which were still
closed to scholars when this research was done. Neither these nor documents
for 1909 and 1910 are listed in the bibliography, although the author does
use and list the papers of the Swiss Consul General in London, Johann
H. Angst, who enjoyed the confidence of British officials. Secondly, Uhl
has not gone very far with British sources where, for example, the Salisbury,
Chamberlain and Nicolson papers, and the records of the Committee on
Imperial Defence could have been used to advantage. He regards the British
attitude toward the guarantee of Swiss neutrality as changing from support
in 1890 to non-support üi 1914, but because of msufficient documentation
the point is not clearly demonstrated. Nonetheless, this is a careful examina-
tion of the Swiss side of the story, and as such it is valuable.

London Ann G. Imlah

Hans-Ulrich Wehler, Sozialdemokratie und Nationalstaat. Die deutsche So¬

zialdemokratie und die Nationalitätenfrage in Deutschland von Karl
Marx bis zum Ausbruch des Ersten Weltkrieges. (Marburger
Ostforschungen, Bd. 18.) Holzner-Verlag, Würzburg 1962, 281 S.

Unter dem etwas pompösen Haupttitel dieses Werkes verbirgt sich eine
äußeret sorgfältige und reichdokumentierte, unter der Leitung von Theodor
Schieder entstandene Kölner Dissertation, die aber doch besser nur mit
dem Untertitel erschienen wäre. Denn das Thema «Sozialdemokratie und
Nationalstaat» wird durch Wohlers Untersuchungen wohl in einem nicht
unwesentlichen Aspekt beleuchtet, jedoch keineswegs erschöpfend behandelt.
Dies im Rahmen einer Dissertation zu leisten, wäre auch kaum möglich.
Die Ergebnisse der vorliegenden Arbeit sind — gerade in der begrenzten
Fragestellung, die sich aus dem Dissertationsthema ergab — eine
ausgezeichnete Grundlage sowohl für eine neue, Franz Mehrings stark befangene
Darstellung ersetzende Geschichte der deutschen Sozialdemokratie als auch
für eine größere Studie über Sozialdemokratie und Nationalstaat im
allgemeinen.

Von den einleitenden Kapiteln über die ideologische Fundierung der
deutschen Sozialdemokratie abgesehen, gliedert sich die Untersuchung in
drei Hauptteile, welche die Haltung der Sozialdemokraten zur
elsaßlothringischen, zur dänischen und, ausführlicher, zur polnischen Minderheit
im Deutschen Reich behandeln. Für alle drei Fälle geht Wehler von einer
doppelten Fragestellung aus: Wie hat sich — erstens — die Sozialdemokratie
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